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When I have talked about the breakdown of
racial justice in America and across the globe, I
deliberately refer to the murder of George Floyd
and others as an execution. I know some will
disagree with me in terms of this description but
those black brothers and sisters, who number in
their 1000s, have been systematically gunned
down or restrained to the point where it is
impossible to breathe. How else can this be
reasonably described?
 
The death of George Floyd has seen the world
wake up to important facts around imperialism
and colonialism. The wealth that much of the UK
was built around flowed from the profits of
slavery. A story in the New York Times suggested
that over the course of the 400 years of slavery, a
staggering 200 million African men and women
lost their lives to the sea. Slave masters simply
chucked sick men and women overboard to their
deaths, if they had not perished already. So the
story of the Edward Colston statue in Bristol, for
many, heralds not only a strong sense of racial
but poetic justice too.
 
Prior to the execution of George Floyd I had not
heard of Edward Colston. Had you?  I would argue
that already the death of George Floyd has
helped open people’s eyes and prick their
consciences into having a responsible debate:
whether or not it is right to honour people who
profited from the misery of slavery. Colston’s
name is dotted all over Bristol. I agree with the
Mayor of Bristol, Marvin Rees, in that I cannot
condone the criminal damage that took place,
but his statue, along with other slavery profiteers,
are deeply offensive to me. Other cities are now
reviewing how we represent history and maybe,
just maybe, we might begin to see a sliver of
truth emerge about Britain's imperialist and
colonialist past.

 
Fevzi Hussein

Chair GMB Race
 
 

THE COLSTON
STATUE



The UK Government told the public that
COVID-19 was the great leveller of our time.
Prince Charles himself fell victim. However,
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME)
communities are up to twice as likely to die
with COVID-19 than those from a white
British background according to Public
Health England's review.
 
The report tells us that the most deprived
workers are twice as likely to die than the
richest. Those employed in hospitality, retail,
working as carers or taxi drivers also face
disproportionately high death rates. These
frontline workers are keeping the country
afloat. Those with the luxury of being able to
work from home during this global pandemic
should never forget that fact.
 
Public Health England goes on to explain that
BAME people are at a higher risk of catching
COVID-19 because they disproportionately
live in overcrowded households, urban
deprived areas, and have jobs that expose
them to higher levels of risk.

GMB Race: Writing for Black
Ballad Magazine

Ironically, the report contained no
recommendations on how to reduce the
disparities it went to great lengths to highlight
over several pages. We know that BAME
people have been at the sharp end of over a
decade's worth of austerity and cuts to public
services. As COVID-19 continues to spread, it's
now BAME lives that are being cut short.
 
Public health is political. Solutions lay with
scientists and policymakers. We can build more
houses, invest in deprived areas and mitigate
risk for those in public-facing jobs. We can
close the race pay gap and boost marginalised
voices in the workplace. These are policy
decisions.
 
The failure of Conservative and Labour
administrations to act has cost lives. Decades
of structural racism in housing, health and
social care and the workplace tells us black
lives don't matter. That needs to change.

Robbie Scott
GMB Race Communications officer
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The writer can also give
facts and detailed
information following
answers to general
questions like who, what,
when, where, why and how.
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Following the government’s easing of
lockdown measures and the opening up of
several businesses and workplaces, this is
more relevant and poignant than ever, for
BAME workers. 
 
Research by the TUC highlights that BAME
people are more likely to be trapped in
temporary, zero hours or low-paid, NHS and
public service jobs than white people. As
such, they don’t have the option to ‘work
from home’ but are required to go into their
respective workplaces. GMB Race are calling

NHS Providers:
Risk Assessments 

for stringent and relevant risk assessments to
be carried out, that are pertinent to
individuals involved to reduce the risk of
COVID-19 exposure. Appropriate PPE must
also be provided to all workers at all times
and all clinically vulnerable workers are 
allocated the lowest-risk roles on site, with
social distancing of at least 2m. Else they'll
become yet another COVID-19 statistic for
NHS England!!!
 

Naome Kyokushaba-Katsigazi
Vice Chair GMB Race

Click here 
for more 

details



TUC Survey on BAME Workers
and COVID-19
 

The massive and disproportionate impact of
COVID-19 on BAME workers has been clear
for weeks.
 
The debate around the causes has focused
on medical explanations or theories around
cultural practices. But the TUC has focused
our intervention on the impact of institutional
racism. In all the discussions around this
issue, the voices of BAME workers
themselves have been largely absent. We
want to put this right and make sure that
people are heard.
 
BAME workers’ voices and experiences must
shape the debate and any solutions
developed.
 
People have told us about BAME workers
being disproportionately assigned to frontline
situations, not been given adequate
protective equipment, targeted when hours
or jobs are being cut and racially abused by
colleagues or customers. Often they have not
been able to raise issues for fear of
victimisation.

highlight the lived experiences of
BAME and migrant workers
pressure the EHRC (Equalities & Human
Rights Commission), as the equalities
regulator, to use their powers to hold
government and employers to account
ensure targeted action is taken to
tackle racism at work
shape  the narrative around the impact
of COVID-19 on BAME workers

We want to make sure the voices of these
workers are at the centre of conversations
about what needs to change.
 
We need your support to enable BME
workers to share their experiences of unfair
treatment and racism at work during this
crisis to:

 
 

As GMB members and as BAME (Black Asian
Miority Ethnic) members, it is vital that we
assist in the process of providing qualititive
data on how COVID-19 has impacted on us,
which is why I am writing to you as Chair of
GMB Race to ask you to spare a few minutes
of your time to fill in this important TUC
Survey. We know our families have been hit
hard - we know huge numbers of BAME
workers on the frontline have faced anxiety,
despair and tragedy as we battled with the
pandemic and its devastating effects.
 
 

The information provided will be treated in
the strictest confidence and help to inform
this Union on prioritising lobbying and
campaigning on issues linked to COVID-19.
Have you been bullied at work because you
wanted to self-isolate? 
 
Have you suffered any discrimination as a
result of COVID-19? We are here to help and
to give our members a voice. Share your
Covid19 experience with us today.

Fevzi Hussain
  Chair GMB Race 

BAME workers and COVID-19 - call for evidence

Use the links below to
access the survey



 
On 10.6.20 a newspaper reported, yet again,
notes being posted through black neighbours'
doors in Basildon, Essex reading “Go away, before
it is too late”. This is a shortened version of a racist
note, something I and many other black people
have experienced throughout our lives.
 
On 9.6.20 we saw the pulling down of a statue
of slave owner, Robert Milligan, that stood in the
Borough of Tower Hamlets. This followed the action
of activists in Bristol the day before, with the
pulling down of the Edward Colston statue, 
another slave owner.
 
Why were they taken down? Where do we start?
Colonialism, slavery, imperialism, structurally
ingrained racism - all come to mind.
 
The Black Lives Matter movement, set up by three
black lesbian women in the US,  (Alicia Garza,
Patrisse Cullors, Opal Tometi) following  the
execution of  Trayvon Martin,  has reignited the
pain, hurt, frustration and  anger  following the 
murder of George Floyd. We must also
acknowledge, and remember, that on the same
day, the execution by US police of black Trans
man, Tony Mcdade and two other black Trans
women, including Ilyana Dior who was brutally
attacked by 20-30 straight white men.
 
The movement we are seeing today is a
continuation of that hurt, anger and frustration,
along with the everyday racism we experience:
from access to healthcare, education, justice,
progression in workplaces, race pay disparity and
much more.
 
To qualify, when I refer to Black people it is in the
political Black context which unites non-white 

Immigrants-we get the job done!
 
people collectively against white racism,  born out 
of the racist attacks in the 1960s and 1970s. It is
acknowledged that many non-white people use
Black, Asian, Minority, Ethnic, (BAME) or  Black
Minority, Ethnic, Refugee (BMER) or People of
Colour (POC). All are equally valid collectives for
political campaigning.
  
It matters not, as a black person, who is in power.
It is black people who are disproportionately
impacted on by policy, regulations, legislation,
procedures, structures, etc. The emergency
Coronavirus legislation was passed without proper
consultation and we have seen an increase in stop
and search of black men on our streets.
 
Under COVID-19, I have intervened in a handful of
incidents including where a large police van
pulled up with 10-12 officers surrounded one
young black man. The incident involved me
remonstrating with 12 white officers against one
young black man who had been searched and 
handcuffed in the street. 
 
They eventually removed his handcuffs, after
I pointed out that what they were doing
was unlawful: they had no reasonable justification
to do that, he had done nothing wrong.
 
The trauma of being stopped, searched and
handcuffed remains with you for a very long time
and will do with that young man. It was the first
time he had been stopped. When the police van
left, he was left shaking and fearful. We don't
know how the trauma of his experience will impact
on his schooling, work, relationships and
progression in society in the future.
 
Another incident involved my neighbour. Whilst
going to the local shop to buy food for his family,
he was indiscriminately stopped by the police,
handcuffed, arrested and taken to the police
station. He was released after being detained at
the police station with officers wearing no PPE. The
trauma of being in an unprotected confined space,
as well as being unlawfully detained has resulted in
him rarely venturing out now and finds it difficult
to even engage in conversation.
 



 
The Monitoring Group have been working
tirelessly, since the lockdown, being flooded with
calls concerning police stop and search using the
emergency powers. The Monitoring Group reported
that the Crown Prosecution Service needs to
review all prosecutions brought under these
emergency powers, as they have been enforced
unlawfully.
 
The BBC film “Sitting in Limbo” showed how under 
this government's Hostile Environment agenda,
the life of a black person has no value. The film 
was based on Alan Bryan’s experience during the
Windrush Immigration scandal. It was written by
his brother, Stephen S. Thompson, and shows the
stark reality of being wrongfully detained by the
Home Office and threatened with deportation.
Those feelings and experiences are  real. After
living in the UK for over 50 years, Alan Bryan lost
his house, his job, his identity and his freedom.
 
Those in power, the decision makers, have no idea
of how the impact of their decisions have affected
ordinary people.
 
COVID-19 is disproportionally affecting BAME
people across the world. In the UK 90% the first
doctors to die of the virus came from BAME
communities. They were doing their jobs to save
lives.
 
It has been the NHS staff, at all levels, and
other essential workers, including care workers,
prison staff, public transport  workers, public
sector workers, shop workers etc., who have
had to continue working during the lockdown.
Many have lost their lives. Lives lost by not having
appropriate PPE, if any at all, as a result of 
this government's delay and slow reaction to the 
crisis.
 
In all honesty, this government has never placed 
the UK in a full and meaningful lockdown.
 
Scientists are saying that had we locked down a
week earlier, we would have saved half the lives
lost. That is more than 25,000 people. We know
there has been a disproportionate level of BAME
people who have lost their lives due to the virus
and yet there is still no measures put in place to
protect us.
 
The frustration we feel is much wider than the
death of George Floyd, George is the catalyst that
ignited the world, to say enough is enough! We are
all aware of the realty we face as BAME people

 
each day we get up, go to work, school, college,
visit a library, a museum, sit in the park or access 
support services. This has given our white allies
the opportunity to step up. It is not enough to not
be a racist you must be actively anti-racist. The
young people we now see on the streets have
clearly said they will not take this anymore. They
have given us hope.
 
We should be given the best possible protections
along with all our fellow workers who feel it is
unsafe for us to return to work. We must 
remember that immigrants have played a huge part
and with great sacrifice, got the job done and
have kept this country going during the  COVID-19
crisis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Taranjit Chana
Secretary GMB Race

GMB National Race Representative
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